Tnat of Hiturs visite? Forelpn eovers scem welcome, Dut en
offigial party would be essential to obtain keye (and guides if
reguested; for the caves. The gaving sreas are by no means worked
cut, and thers ia oertainly more acups for new dlacoverdes than in this
countiry. Slovelkia iz in my opinion the beat area, and with the Tatrae
Mountaing nerrby, the soenery both slbove ond below ground s magnd flesnt,
Tne only drawback ia the distance, for it is about 1000 milss from
Celainl

In eonedusion, T would 1ike to thank ell ccncerned both hers
pnd in Czmechoslovakiz for this exeellent holiday.

Pepbrole Ocllege, G. Stevens,
(e ford.
Hevembar, 196,

(This moocunt is reprinted by kind permission of the Editor of the
Wezzex Cave Club Journal).

AN UNUSUAY, KAHSTIC HIENCWMENON IN THE FERUVIAN JMNDES.

Aromd Ta Oroye, o smelting 4own high in the jndes of Gentrel
Feiu, the scenery ig reminiacent of the wilder parts of the Craten
Tplands of the West Hding. & rolling limsgtons platesu Iying some
fourteen thousond fest sbove pea-level is the main feoture of the
relisf. Valleys, 500 to 1000 feet deop and sometimes glacimted,
dimssct the plateaun. Clear, eold air blows brls=kly wncrosa thia high
grasgy surface and apellas of brilliant spunshine are muctuated by
gudden showers often of alest or anow = all in startling contrest
to the olowly but reinless aesart at the weastern foot of the indes
or the hot and bumid Amsgonian foreata te the esask,

The chief river draining the plateau is the Mentore, which
followe & longitudinal ocurae towards the 8.B. for 200 milea snd than,
turning north-cagtwards through the outer renges, dezcends to tha
Jmazonien pleins, Arcund In Oroya the valley of the Mantero is shout
200 yords wide = a limmstone gorge in fect - but below Jauja it
Erosdeng into the S—mile-=wide BEusneayo Basln.

The greatar part of the floor of the gorge and of the baasin is
oooupied by 2 flat river-terrace or soriesa of terrescca lying about
thirty foet whbove the risver, In the gorpe gection the river is oon—
fined to = gteep-sided ravine and in the basin section to a floodplain
of lirdted width. Hoads, reilweya, villapges and towna ell toke advan—

tuza of the river=terroce,

L few miles ehove Ia Oroya the Mentaro ig Joinsd by & tributary
valley taken by the road to Tarmee. Until cbout the erd of 1957 the
gtraam which smerges from the side—yalley flowed across ite own
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e1luvial fen, then erossed the medn terrace mnd £inally plunged ewsr
a waterfoll into the Hantard. The stroam vecupled a bad wiich wueg cub
po more than thrce feat into the allavilim.

One coy o 100=yard Jong gaction of the coarss Aisappeared 1nto
a ravire which opensd Up anoroas the alluviws, destroying the wutarfall
as 8 repult. The [locw of tha revine wes roughly groded to the levsl of
the main river and hence the depth wosz 20 to 30 foet ot ita moutha
This depth deelined alightly upstream and & gteep head connccted the
new course with the ¢ld ona which atill survived frrther up the fan. |
In widsh the ravine=Floor werisd from 3 to 20 feet and it woa coversd
with argular tlocka of pllinrium. The suddsnness of the event and the
lees of the stiractive waterfall led to the ocourrelice beooming well= |
¥mown in the distriot.

Tt would ecem that in ell probability the phehomehu waa an uusual
kind of sovern-collepie. The collapas of caVeITS in aolid limestons
giving rise Lo gorpe=like waieroourses ig knoem to be typlesl of' wall=
developed karstic relief.

Tt pay be suggestec thet: 1. in this case the alluwial terroce
which cecuriss the Cloor of @ welley cut in aoticeanly soluple 1imestc
wos verreated by 1ipe=rich waters;

2, the lire was precipitated = perheps
mainly in the drier wintel BCESAL - s a camont, thus imparting %o the
alluvium some of the characteriatics of & true limaatone;

3, an unuerpround watercoures, gradad
4o the loeal base=level i the Rlver I.a':-_ntr'.:r:-gj, was developed by solution
arc

}. eventually the roof of the passage
ponducting the unferground watara asollapeed, and the waiers which had in
part contirmed cneir surfuse sourse to the edge of the terrace Weld swallowed
up by ths reving.

Tt pay be added that ainpe the eonatruction of & new asphalted hipghway
from Le Oroye to Tarma, the feber of lorries OATTyINg fruit 4o the Feravlan
capital which pass the poene of the collapee in nonstantly on the INCTEADS.
The weipght end vibration of thase vehicles may nive wroviced the LrlgesT
rechanizmn whioh led to the areation of this unusual kerstic feoturc.

J. Colin Crossley.

jeagieTs.
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