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Dominik FROHLICH and the « Pico del Oro Expedition Group » 



Why North 
Peru…..? 

www.cuevasdelperu.org



Pico de Oro Plateau - Northern Peru



World Class: 2,700m of vertical relief, 
and 25-28 km sideways, to a 25-34m3 resurgence



Sandstone
ridges

Holes (lots of) 

Limestone 
boundaryLimestone 

Rivers coming off sandstone
then all sink on boundary

Pete’s entrance (~1km)

2022: Great Karst : But we were very ill! 



2023 Expedition
Sets Out in Optimism

…with a different strategy

And… 50kg of dehydrated meals, and 30kg of artesan granola (….and Milo!) 

Pete Talling (UK)

José Antonio De Pomar Cáceres (Perú, ECA) 

Gareth Davies (UK)

Chris Densham (UK)

Dominik Frohlich (Germany) 

Mike Futrell (USA) 

Rene Haemers (Netherlands)

Martin Holroyd (UK)

Andreas Klocker (Austria) 

Boaz Langford (Israel)



With a large set of thanks to Liz Hidalgo (Perú - LH), Jean Loup Guyot (France), Jean-

Yves Bigot (France) and Oliver Fabre (France) for helping to organise many aspects of 

logistic that include local permissions, horses and local guides in Granada, group 

travel, and equipment storage. 

We also extend a very large set of thanks to Dario Labajos Conilla, Lorenzo Gebol
Gomez, and Rosa Auristela Labajos, and Gilberto Gebol Gomez and others from 
Granada, who organised logistics, and provided food and the horses that carried 
much of the equipment onto the high plateau. 



• 2h flight to Tarapoto

• 10h bus to Chachapoyas

• 300m > 2300m

• 3h taxi to Granada

• 2300m > 3000m

• 25km hiking

• 3000m > 3500m



Chachapoyas











• Personal camping gear (incl tent/thick sleeping bag/thick jacket)
• Personal cave gear
• Food for 10p for 2.5 weeks
• 4x benzincookers
• 600m of rope
• Rigging gear, 80x carabiners, 80x pegs, 60x plates,10x Petzl pulses, 20x slings
• 1x generator
• 30l gasoline
• 4x drills+extra batteries
• 4x hammers
• 5-6x solar panels
• 5-6x water filters
• 1x extensive first aid
• 3x satellite phones
• 4x distoX2’s
• 4x tarp
• 10x caving bags...

~400 to 500kg

Equipment



Drive from Chachapoyas to Granada



Granada









Basecamp

Satcamp

Caves #2

Caves #1

Hike from Granada to expedition area







Horses are not made for swamps and heavy load









Finally arrival at the base camp area, with a slope



Work continues, calibration of Distos and seperation of Ropes



Basecamp

Satcamp

Expedition splits into 2 teams to explore east and west area



East area



Entrance to Tragadero de la Soledad

















Very happy team 1 after the first days of survey and 
discovery of a large chamber with another river and 
continuation



Hike to sattelite camp in west area, ice on tents after night



Flat terrain can get very swampy



Entrance to Lorenzo’s Left Eye















Dense fog can rise quickly, difficult to orientate without GPS





Tragadero 2



Getting strength in the cabin on the fire



River passages in Tragadero de la Soledad



















Geological map with superimposed information from field observations in the 2023 
expedition, including areas of surface limestone karst and other geological observations.



Biospeleology, couldn´t organize export regulations



Plants of the plateau





Horses arrive, getting ready for the way back





Horses can climb







Team got reunited (no picture from the plateau)



…..2026


